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8 April 1983

HENORANDUM

SUBJECT : Evaluation of EKeports Furnished by Benator
EKeating

1. We have no iafermation concerning s defection
of 5 BSoviets from Cuba to the US via the Guantanamo
Naval Base, 3everal collaterasl reports have in the
past contained information concerning the alleged de-
fection of individusl Seviet personnel from Soviet
units in Cuba, Nost of these Sovietz were reportedly
shot either during or after capture by Soviet or Cuban-~
Boviet teams. There ars ne known Soviet military in-
g:nllaticns in the viecinity of the Guantaname Naval

88,

2. ¥e have no information cancerning the stor-
ing of wmissile launchers within barracks. We kanow of
no recent barracks build-up other than the few bar-
rack~like buildings constructed or under construction
at the soveral small new installations recently iden-
tified within or near the Boviet armored camps. Photo-
graphy shows no apparent effort being made to move
surface~to=air (SAM) missile lsunchers into buildings
or other permanent facllities, No reduction in the
number of known SAM lauachers has been noted, and no
sdditional SAM lmunchers are known to have been in-
troduced into Cuba in the recent past,

3, Donovan Bas been negotiating for the release
of individuals clisiming US citizenship, held on a
variety of charges, On his latest trip he obtsined
the release of two women, and was given to understand
others would be released from time to time as the
deliveries of the ransom goods progressed. Doaovan's
latest name<-by-name listing of UB citizens held in
Cuban prisons totaled 30. In addition, there are
nine skindivers who were picked up by Cuban author-
ities in February from a disabled boat off the coast
of Cuba.
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4. More than 50,000 Haitians are permanent resi-~
dents of Eastern Cuba, conceantrated arcund sanh
and loyed primarily as cane-field laborers,
ﬂeuia that more than 400 of these have beern
traiced for subversive activities, and that some of
them have siready returned to Haiti by clandestine
BeAns, We have no evidence of such trainineg. has
aver,

h sddition, we have not detected
he rveturn io Huitl of aay Cuban trainees, and know
of no Cuban-directed paraailitary groups {n Haiti,

. We eoptimated that at the height of the mig-
sile crisis there were probably about 22,500 soviet
military personnel in Cuba, Buring November, 3,000
carried as associated with the offensive missile
complex nnd the IL-28 hombers were withdrawn., From
Pebruary 13 through April 3, the departure of another
4,300, beileved to be Soviet military personnel, has
been roted by obmervers in Havana., We have mo £4rm
evidence as te the umnits from which these 4,500 may
have come, snd photography has not detected any re-
duction recently in the Soviet military installetions,
weaponRs systems, and military hardware we have
identified in Cuba, On the other hand, we have never
detected any large-scale sctivity at the four =nain
combat element camps in Cuba, s0 that the abseance of
significant setivity recently is not a valid indieator
for the departure or thizmning gut of theme units,
which would be the momt logical elements for »ith-
drawal. There is some evidence that Cuban forces now
may be in or adjacent to theme four camps, possibly
preliminary to a takeover of the equipment ,

Thers is ao justifieation for the statement that
the Soviet forces are either stronger, or organimed
on a differest footing, than thay wers in January,
¥hile we canmot preclude the arrivel of some replace-
ments, we kaew of no arrivals in significent numbers
to offset the xecent departures, and cannot support
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or accept any report that “overall Soviet military
personnel have not been substantislly reduced.”

8, We have no information concerning an al-
leged air strike on Haitl, but thers have been a
sumber of reports recently that Haitian exiles are
sooking the backing of the Domiamican adainistratioen
for a move against Puvslier in the near future, 4an 51
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Te-
ported on 2 April that Bosch had promised one exile
group-~that of Pierre Bigaud-~that they could im-
port into the Dominican Repubdblic any smsll arms, aa~
munition, etc,, that they might acqguire for an at-

tempt to uusent Duwvalier,
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Among the measures being considered by Bosch as means
of encouraging Duvalier'a oppositien is the over-
flight of Haitian territory by Domimican military
aircraft--a plan which may have given rise to the
"air strike" report.

, %e have no information regarding a plan to re-
turn Paul Magloire to power in Haiti or the possidble
t 6f such ) plan by olements in the Dominican
Republic or the United States, MNaglolre and some of
his supporters are among thozxe Haitian exiles cure
rently plotting sgaimst Duvalier, however., Aany pro-
tracted ceoperation betwean Nagloire and two of the
exiles mentimned by Senator Xeating--Qeneral Leon
Cantave and Paul Cassagnol--geems unlikely, however,
in view of Magloire's arrest of the two menin the
last days of his sdministration in December 1957,

7. Ho reperts coancerning regular clandestine
voyages between Cuba and the Yucatan coasst of Nexico
have recently come to our attentien, Considering the
relstively short distanses involved, the inadeguacy
of Mexiean security persannel and eguipment for an
effective patrol of the coastlihne, and gradually

o
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increasing restrictions on normel travel between NMexico
and Cuba, however, such methods of transport seem en-
tirely possible, Cuban fishing boats, Soviet fishing
trawlers, aud other small oraft svailable to Cubs would
easily bs used in transporting men and/or arms to Yucatan
and Central America,
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